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INTRODUCTION :

The Powell Cine Processing Tank is a simple, compact and inexpensive
instrument that will provide the amateur or the professional movie maker with a
foolproof means of Processing black-and-white or color motion picture film with
a minimum of time and effort. It has been designed with the express thought of
providing a piece of equipment sufficiently simple to encourage the beginning
movie maker yet sufficiently exacting and rugged to meet the requirements of
the advanced amateur and the professional.

To the experienced worker in motion picture making the processing of
motion picture film is no mystery. However, for the benefit of the beginner,
whose Powell Cine Processing Tank is his first entry into the field of processing,
this manual presents a brief discussion of processing theory, together with
details of the use of the tank.

This manual contains considerably more information on black-and-white
film processing than on color film processing. The reason is very simple. Most
black-and -white films, regardless of manufacturer, can be processed in standard
processing solutions, easily obtainable by the user and with standardized
procedure. Thus a generalized discussion of black-and-white processing,
including recommendations as to processing chemicals and procedure, can readily
be devised and intelligently presented. Each type of color film, however, requires
processing solutions, processing procedure and handling strictly for that one film
for best results and consequently generalized instructions are impossible to give.
Thus the movie maker must obtain processing details from the manufacturer of the
film he chooses and also to rely upon the manufacturer as a source of processing
chemicals.

The user of the Powell Tank is urged to write to the film manufacturers
or distributors and to the various dealers listed in this manual to obtain information
as to availability of film and for processing information. This must be done for
color film and should be done even for black-and-white film, for manufacturers'
recommendations for black-and-white film should supersede any generalized infor-
mation given in this manual. The budding movie maker must realize that his own
ingenuity in seeking sources of information and of supplies will serve him well and
will give him a distinct advantage over anyone who uses any one generalized source
of information.

At the present time black-and-white film is readily available to the
amateur movie maker from any of the several sources listed in this manual. How-
ever, color film is not so readily available, especially in small quantities, and
the Powell Tank user should acquaint himself with the available sources as soon as
possible. In the future color film for the amateur will become increasingly avail -
able as American manufacturers increase their output and as foreign-made film is
imported in increasing quantities. But until then the movie maker may have some
difficulty in obtaining supplies.

This manual makes no attempt to give any information concerning any
specific film, black-and-white or color, for the makers of the Powell Tank feel that
their obligation is to explain the use of the tank whereas it is the premise of each
film manufacturer to supply information regarding its film and other products.

Many of the available black-and-white films have been tested by Powell
and all have given good photographic results and have been easy to process. Most
of the available color films also have been tested and some have proven very satis-
factory as to both color and definition. Anscochrome, films and chemicals are the
most readily available at the present, at least v‘{ith 8nf1m perforations, and it is
suggested that these films could be a good starting point for the color processor -
to-be. Two films which give excellent results are Anscochrome #242 in 100 foot
rolls and a duplicating film, #244, available only in large rolls. Black-an-d-white
films are so readily available from bulk film houses (see list at back of this
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DESCRIPTION OF THE POWELL CINE PROCESSING TANK : -

manual) that no specific suggestion need be made. :
If undue difficulty is encountered in obtaining 8mm perforated color films,

the operator should consider availing himself of the reperforating services offered
by the bulk film supply houses and some of the film laboratories. For a modes_t
fee 16mm color film, which is considerably more readily available than 8mm ‘f11m,
can be reperforated to make 8mm film. The reperforating work done by the film
houses is of professional caliber and the amateur movie maker can expec‘.c results
from reperforated film that compares favorably with factory-perforated ;F11m.
Some slight unsteadiness may be encountered in reperforated films, but in general
such films are quite acceptable by amateur standards. The catalogues published
by the bulk film houses give details of reperforating services offered.

The makers of the Powell Tank welcome each new user to the
fascinating field of '"do-it-yourself" movies, and hope that everyone will have many
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hours of pleasure and satisfaction. - X
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